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IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SENIOR (AND SEMINARIAN) PREPARES FOR PIANO RECITAL
SAN DIEGO, Calif.--A young University of San Diego student studying to be
both a pianist and a priest finds no conflict in the two.

Nicholas Reveles,

21, a senior at the university, is also a seminarian at St. Francis Seminary,
preparing to be a priest of the Catholic Diocese of San Diego.
''The two don't actually conflict," Nick said in an interview on campus.
"Rather, both of them complement each other."
"Studying for the priesthood, of course, I am building my spiritual life,
and while I am building my spiritual life I am certainly building the total man-which I believe goes very deeply into the music that I interpret.
''My spiritual life is a compi~te and utter part of the music that I perform.

Att·ur Schnabel, the great Beethoven interpreter said a concert to him

was like a spiritual communion between himself, the composer and the audience.
And that's

how I feel about it."

A student of Miss Ilana Mysior at the university, Nick will perform his
senior recital at the USO Theatre at 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 14.
finishing the requirements for a bachelor of arts degree in music.

He is
He expects

to postpone active pursuit of a graduate degree in music while fulfilling his

(

studies for the priesthood, another four years.
His musical talents, especially in the composition of works performed at
Folk Masses, have resulted in his being named a consultant to the Diocesan
(K>Ri)
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In addition to being a

pianist, Nick is equally

talented on the organ.
Though he will be playing the music of Bach and Bartok, Brahms and
Grieg, Villa-Lobos and Clementi at his recital, his favorite composers are
Bela Bartok and Johannes Brahms.

He acknowledges that his favorites are

"rather strangely apart"--the "very romantic" Brahms and "abstract and very
barbaristic" Bartok.
He will be playing J.
recital.

s.

Bach's Prelude and Fugue

No. VIII for his

And he noted that of all the composers he finds Bach the most difficult

to memorize.

''When you deal with Bach you deal with three or fout contrapuntal

lines going at one time, three or four independent melodies, and for some reason, for me, this makes it so much more difficult than even the abstract music
composed today."

Today's music consists mainly of cord clusters, Nick said,

"almost just smashing your hands on the keys."
In Nick's view, if Bartok were writing his music today, he would have
written just that in some places, "smash your fist on the keys."

"But back

then he wasn't that advanced and instead wrote out every note, even four or
five notes together."
Nick began playing the piano at the age of five and composing at eight.
When he was nine he won second place in a competition for young composers
sponsored by the San Diego Symphony.

Recently his composing has been in the

realm of church music, and specifically music for Folk Masses.

"Need for

today is for young people to relate their music to church services," he said.
Nick frequently plays the guitar at campus Folk Masses, performing many of his
own compositions.

(

As winner of the last Young Artist's Competition put on by the San Diego
(MORE)
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Symphony, Nick played the first movement of Bartok's First Piano Concerto
at the Children's Concert Series.
"The concerto is a beautiful thing, the monumental work of the 20th
century," he said.

"The nihe minutes it takes to play the first movement

is just enough exposure for them and I really think the children enjoyed it,"
Nick said of his appearance as soloist with the symphony.
Music has been a serious interest of the young man and along the way he
has garnared many honors.

While a sophomore in high school, Nick won member-

ship in the Young Artists Guild of the California Music Teachers Association.
This honor for young musicians is usually restricted to high school seniors.
For ten consecutive years he was an International Winner of the National
Piano Playing Auditions, and received the Paderewski Medal, the highest award
offered by that foundation.

He has also been a member of the American Guild

of Organists for eight years.
For the young musician many important decisions lie ahead, but it seems
certain that music will always remain for Nick an important facet of his life.
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